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BCVision is a community-driven movement for change in Battle Creek, Michigan, focused on creating a place 
where we can all live, work and play. Our goal is to create a thriving community where there is equitable 
opportunity for residents to have the income, education and resources they need to be successful.

BCVision aims to recognize Battle Creek's unsung difference-makers

BCVision launched a social media campaign aimed at identifying 
unsung individuals who are making a difference in Battle Creek that 
has also become a regular piece for The Shopper.

“It is important that we take the time to recognize those who are 
champions for our local community and who are positively 
transforming the lives of people who live in Battle Creek,” Angela 
Stewart, community initiatives officer at the Battle Creek Community 
Foundation, said in a release. “This campaign is a fun way to give 
people the credit that they very much deserve.”

The website has received 2,056 visits to the Get Caught blog pages, 
and sharing the content through Facebook reached over 34,000 
people with over 3,000 likes, shares and comments. 

Small Business Action Team creates Community Loan & Grant Fund

The Small Business Action Team, supported by BCVision, created the Small Business - Community Loan and 
Grant Fund with a goal to provide Battle Creek area small business owners with access to capital when other 
sources may be unavailable.

So far 6 local small business owners have received funding and are seeing the positive impact that the fund is 
having on their overall business success and future trajectory.

Battle Creek wins All-America City Award

The city of Battle Creek is one of 10 cities to receive the All-America 
City award from the National Civic League.

Since 1947, the National Civic League has recognized and 
celebrated the best in American civic innovation with the award. 
Battle Creek was recognized for its work in inclusive civic 
engagement to address critical issues.

Battle Creek representatives highlighted programs such as 
Operation Fit, meant to combat childhood obesity; the Crisis 
Intervention Team, meant to train officers on mental health; and the 
School Behavioral Health Collaborative, which supports the social 
and emotional well-being of children.



GED Taskforce

A community forum led to Denso Manufacturing launching a 
program that has received state-wide attention for its initiation in 
helping employees bridge their education gap.

To achieve this goal, our action teams have been hard at work 
assessing our community’s needs and making strides to address 
them. That’s why we’ve created a GED Taskforce to help combat the 
education gap in our community. 

41st International SummerFest

Although this was the 41st year of International SummerFest, it was the first time that the 
festival was held at Kellogg Community College. The change in scenery helped to keep 
even long-time visitors engaged and excited. There were 2,000 guests in attendance.

No matter where guests stood, the smell of the delicious festival food and the sound of 
outstanding performances tantalized their senses. It’s no wonder why, because the 
vendors, performers, and participants created a magical event.

MyCityBC Internship Program

MyCityBC is a summer program that provides youth with a paid work experience. This summer, there were 
113 students in the program who worked a total of 8,291 hours. Most of the students worked on landscaping 
projects for various community properties. They also helped set up and tear down for community events. 
Other students worked on childcare sites, in customer service positions and as tutors for middle school 
students. On the job sites, Crew Leaders assigned tasks and mentored the teens throughout the summer.

When they weren’t on the work sites, the students attended career training workshops. The Career Trainers 
taught students financial literacy, interview skills, resume building, and how to be professional in a work 
environment. These lessons supported the goal of the program, which is to provide youth with necessary 
skills to become good employees.

All-American City Celebration

This event was made to celebrate the All-America City award that Battle Creek won in June. During the 
competition, community members and leaders gave a presentation about three initiatives that are taking 
place in our community: Operation Fit, the School Behavioral Health Program, and the Crisis Intervention 
Team.

We were so glad to get to celebrate the great things going on in our community. It’s because of these 
initiatives and those who give back to Battle Creek that our city won the All-America City title.
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