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BCVision is a community-driven movement for change in Battle Creek, Michigan, focused on creating a place 
where we can all live, work and play. Our goal is to create a thriving community where there is equitable 
opportunity for residents to have the income, education and resources they need to be successful.

Earn & Learn Career Fair Held
for Battle Creek Graduates

An Earn & Learn Career Fair was held during the 
summer to give Battle Creek Central and Lakeview 
High School 2014-2018 graduates an opportunity 
to talk to scholarship counselors, visit company 
representatives, and attend breakout sessions 
featuring employers who can provide the job 
training they need to get hired, promoted and be 
successful.

This effort is in partnership with BCVision, Battle 
Creek College Access Network (BCCAN), Michigan 
Works! Southwest, and Kellogg Community 
College.

Attracting and Retaining Diverse
Talent Workshop Series

More than 40 corporate and non-profit 
representatives have attended BCVision's free 
3-part workshop series on attracting and 
retaining diverse talent.

Workshop partners include BCVision, Michigan 
Works! Southwest, Kellogg Community College, 
United Way of the Battle Creek and Kalamazoo 
Region, and Battle Creek Unlimited.

MyCityBC Summer Interns Get Early Career Start

This summer, BCVision, Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency 
(KRESA) and Michigan Works! Southwest collaborated to offer 
MyCityBC, a paid summer internship program for youths 14-15 years old 
who live in Battle Creek. 

Fifty students participated in the 6-week program that provided 
introductory employment and training experience.

Michigan Works! Southwest to Open GED Center 

The Michigan Works! Southwest office is partnering with several 
agencies on a community-wide approach to General Education 
Development and the High School Equivalency Test services which will 
include opening a testing site within the Battle Creek Service Center.

International SummerFest Welcomes Excited Festival Goers

Perfect summer weather added to the excitement of more than 1,500 guests 
who came out for this year's International SummerFest held at Bailey Park.

We want to thank the Planning Committee, City of Battle Creek, Family 
Enrichment Center, Kellogg Community College, Community Inclusive 
Recreation, Battle Creek Police Department and the many other organizations 
who partnered with us to plan and who also attended this event.
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NYU Education Study Task Force
Ready to Move Forward 

In May, BCVision hosted a workshop with David Kirkland, 
Professor of Teaching and Learning at the NYU Steinhardt 
School, NYU Metro Center to learn about the NYU Education 
Study survey results and framework to understand what the 
results mean for the Battle Creek community.

A College and Career Readiness taskforce has prepared a presentation for use at community meetings and 
other outreach events. If you are interested in hosting a presentation or hearing more, please contact the 
BCVision office at 269-719-8888.  

Our Commitment to Growing Local
Entrepreneurs and Small Business

The Small Business Loan Fund was established by 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) and 
supported by major contributors including the 
Kellogg Company, Battle Creek Unlimited and The 
Miller Foundation. It was launched in June 2018, 
when local funders' investments were matched 2:1 
by WKKF. To date, $6.4 million has been 
contributed, well on its way to $10 million.  

Communities in Schools Coming
to BC in 2019 

Communities in Schools (CIS) of Michigan is 
working with Battle Creek school districts, BCVision 
and local partners to develop a plan to launch CIS 
of Greater Battle Creek by the beginning of the 
2019-2020 academic year. CIS works directly inside 
schools building relationships that empower 
students to succeed inside and outside the 
classroom.

Small Business - Community Loan
and Grant Fund Launched 

BCVision's Small Business Action Team has created 
the Small Business - Community Loan and Grant 
Fund. The goal of the fund is to provide Battle 
Creek area small business owners with access to 
capital when other sources may be unavailable. The 
fund will provide a loan or grant of up to $10,000 
for one business owner or project. $30,000 has 
already been raised for the fund. This past year, two 
businesses received Loan Fund dollars: Sweets and 
Meats and Massage Green Spa.

To apply or learn more, contact the 
Small Business Development Fund at 
smallbusinessinfo@battlecreekmi.gov or call 
Valerie Byrnes at (269) 966-3355 ext. 1193.

Manufacturing Day 2018 

In October, the companies in the Fort Custer 
Industrial Park, along with BCU, hosted several 
events open to the community to learn more about 
manufacturing opportunities in Battle Creek. 

Student Manufacturing 
Day was held during 
the day on October 11, 
hosted by Rosler and 
DENSO. Students were 
able to tour facilities 
and learn about good 
jobs that are available 
in Battle Creek. 


